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Internal Assessment Resource
Languages Level 3
This resource supports assessment against Achievement Standard 91825
Standard title:	Sign a variety of text types in clear New Zealand Sign Language to explore and justify varied ideas and perspectives
Credits:	6
Resource title:	A virtual classroom
Resource reference:	Languages 3.5B New Zealand Sign Language v2

	This resource:
Clarifies the requirements of the Standard
Supports good assessment practice
Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process
Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic



	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	October 2025 version 2
To support internal assessment from 2026

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.
Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.




Internal Assessment Resource 
Achievement standard:	91825
Standard title:	Sign a variety of text types in clear New Zealand Sign Language to explore and justify varied ideas and perspectives
Credits: 	6
Resource title: 	A virtual classroom
Resource reference: 	Languages 3.5B New Zealand Sign Language v2
Teacher guidelines
The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.
Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by the achievement standard. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.
Context/setting 
This assessment requires students to imagine their New Zealand Sign Language class is establishing a virtual classroom on the school intranet and to submit a minimum of two signed texts for this site. Although a website is suggested as the context, it could equally well be a vlog. Similarly, the text types can be changed. Finalise the details to fit the teaching and learning programme.
This resource provides three scenarios, from which students select a minimum of two. Successful tasks are adapted from the scenarios to make them relevant to your students and to reflect their interests. It is important each scenario is capable of offering varied ideas and perspectives and plenty of scope for students to engage with ideas in ways that are expected at level 8 of the curriculum.
This assessment activity could be used in conjunction with assessment for Achievement Standard 91824 Interact clearly using NZ Sign Language to explore and justify varied ideas and perspectives in different situations. In other words, students could be assessed for their interactions and their signing for a variety of purposes using the same learning context. If this is done, ensure that the students are not achieving double credit for simply reusing the same ideas and language.
Conditions
In all cases, teachers should refer closely to each relevant standard, including the Explanatory Notes and the Conditions of Assessment: Level 3 NZSL / New Zealand Sign Language / Learning languages / Resources for internally assessed achievement standards / NCEA on TKI - NCEA.  
As part of regular teaching and learning, students sign a variety of texts, both free (spontaneous) and controlled (prepared). Students need sufficient opportunity to sign a range of texts for a range of purposes.  
When students are actively producing language for assessment, teachers can only help with technical aspects (e.g. video quality). You must not assist with language production or evidence selection. Checkpoints can be used to monitor progress and ensure authenticity. 
Although stages of signing include brainstorming, outlining, drafting, revising, and proof reading, only the final signing is required as evidence (though students could be asked to save earlier signing in case authenticity needs to be established). 
Signing must be video recorded. 
A system needs to be devised for collating evidence for final submission. This could include the school intranet or other digital storage. 
Students select a minimum of two texts from their collection of signed texts and submit these for assessment. This selection must demonstrate language use across a range of contexts and for a range of purposes.  
The total over the texts should be approximately 6-8 minutes. 
You will consider all pieces submitted before making a holistic judgement. Each piece will not be assessed separately, but considered inasmuch as it contributes to the whole portfolio. Overall judgement will be made from the total evidence collected, showing that the student is working at a level “consciously and reasonably consistently” rather than “accidentally and occasionally”.  
Students need to be made aware of the success criteria and of the level and complexity of language required at level 8 of the NZ Curriculum. Feedback and feed-forward on classwork and homework is also part of normal classroom practice and gives a clear indication to students of the level at which they are working. After students complete their first assessed piece, you may help them understand how their work aligns with the success criteria. However, this support must use only the exact wording from the standard or the sample assessment schedule on TKI. Students may be provided with up to four hours of class time to select and refine their initial and subsequent drafts before final submission.  
At all times quality is more important than quantity. 
Provide specific details on: 
· recording signing using an electronic device 
· naming files 
· storing files 
· securely backing up files in accordance with your school’s NCEA policies and procedures. 
Authenticity  
For further information, see Authenticity - NZQA.. 
The use of chatbots, generative AI, paraphrasing tools, or other tools that can automatically generate and/or interpret the New Zealand Sign Language content is not permitted and material generated by these tools should not be submitted as part of the student’s work. Teachers must closely supervise the process of evidence collection to ensure that students:  
· do not copy signed content from another person or source without appropriate acknowledgement and significant modification using their own signs/words   
· do not receive guidance, scaffolding, instruction, assistance from anyone before submission.  
Resource requirements 
A range of resources to support drafting and reworking could include the NZSL dictionary app, NZSL resource books, and class notes.  
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Internal Assessment Resource 
Achievement standard:	91825
Standard title:	Sign a variety of text types in clear New Zealand Sign Language to explore and justify varied ideas and perspectives
Credits: 	6
Resource title: 	A virtual classroom
Resource reference: 	Languages 3.5B New Zealand Sign Language v2
Student instructions
Introduction
This assessment activity requires you to sign a minimum of two texts for inclusion in an imaginary virtual classroom on your school intranet. 
Sign in a style that is linguistically and culturally appropriate. Ensure that the content is informed, well organised, and fit for the purpose and audience. 
All work must be your own. The use of chatbots, generative AI, paraphrasing tools, or other tools that can automatically generate and/or interpret the New Zealand Sign Language content is not permitted and material generated by these tools should not be submitted as part of your work. You may not:   
· copy signed content from another person or source without appropriate acknowledgement and significant modification, using your own words/signs  
· receive guidance, scaffolding, instruction, assistance from anyone before submission  
· use the language samples from the assessment schedule in your own work without substantial modification.
The length of the texts may vary. The total length (across the texts) should be approximately 6-8 minutes, however, quality is more important than quantity. Make sure your signed texts collectively demonstrate the quality and depth of thinking needed for this standard. 
You may draft and rework your signed texts. You may use resources such as the NZSL dictionary app, NZSL resource books, and class notes to help you. But you may not ask someone else to proofread or correct your signing. Only your final versions will be assessed. 
Keep all drafts of your work. You may be asked to verify the authenticity of your work by doing further signing in class. 
You will be assessed on how effectively you use NZSL to explore and justify a variety of ideas and perspectives in your signed texts. 
The signing of texts will take place throughout the year, during or at the conclusion of a relevant programme of work. 

Teacher note: Confirm how much class time your students will have to prepare and refine their drafts before final submission. Specify how drafts will be stored to ensure authenticity. Insert the dates for all checkpoints and the final submission here.

Task
Choose a text type from at least two of the three scenarios given. The scenarios are suggestions only and should not limit your ideas.
In your signing, you should:
· explore and justify varied ideas and perspectives
· use language and language features that are fit for purpose and audience.
Across the texts, you should:
· sign clearly, so that you communicate your intended meaning
· use language in a way that is controlled and integrated
· make appropriate use of New Zealand Curriculum level 8 communication skills, language knowledge, and cultural knowledge
· use your language and cultural knowledge to organise each text so that it is appropriate for the purpose and audience.  
Film response
You have watched a film or TV programme that raises issues affecting young people in society. Sign a response to the film in which you explore and justify varied ideas and perspectives on the issues raised, suitable for your NZSL class intranet. 
In your response, you could:
· present background information about the issue, 
· examine causes and effects of the issue, 
· suggest justified individual or community actions to resolve the issue,
· predict the consequences of taking action. 
New Zealand Sign Language Week
Your school has recently held an event to celebrate New Zealand Sign Language Week. Sign a reflection in which you explore and justify varied ideas and perspectives on the issues raised by the event, or another NZSL or cultural event that you have attended.
In your reflection, you could:
· explore the goals of the event, 
· evaluate the success of the event in meeting its goals, 
· examine its positive and negative aspects, 
· include the ideas and perspectives of others involved in organising the event as well as those who attended or were influenced by it, 
· make justified suggestions for future events.
Accessing information in an emergency
Imagine a natural disaster or civil defence emergency recently affected your town. Lack of access to information can be a problem in emergency situations, when there is no electricity, cell phones do not work, and roads may be impassable. Prepare a signed message to the mayor or local Member of Parliament in which an argument is made for improved access to information for groups such as Deaf, blind or people whose first language is not English. You should explore and justify varied ideas and perspectives in your message.
 In your argument, you could
· analyse the effectiveness of current information channels, 
· discuss causes and effects of lack of information,
· make reasoned suggestions for improving access to information. 
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Assessment schedule: Languages 91825 New Zealand Sign Language – A virtual classroom 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student signs a variety text types in clear New Zealand Sign Language to explore and justify varied ideas and perspectives.
The student provides recordings of at least two different text types which have been created for different audiences and purposes. 
The total length of the text types is approximately 6-8 minutes. 
Across the texts, the student explores and justifies varied ideas and perspectives. This is done by:
· evaluating and giving explanations or evidence to support their own ideas and perspectives
· supporting or challenging the ideas and perspectives of others.
The texts:
· consist of content that is informed and fit for purpose and audience
· are organised in a linguistically appropriate format and style
· make appropriate use of New Zealand Curriculum level 8 communication, language and cultural knowledge.
Communication is achieved overall despite inconsistencies. 

3.5B Film Response – Achieved
The examples above are indicative samples only.
	The student signs a variety text types in clear convincing New Zealand Sign Language to explore and justify varied ideas and perspectives.
The student provides recordings of at least two different text types which have been created for different audiences and purposes. 
The total length of the text types is approximately 6-8 minutes. 
Across the texts, the student explores and justifies varied ideas and perspectives. This is done by using language that is generally credible and connected to:
· evaluate and give explanations or evidence to support their own ideas and perspectives
· support or challenge the ideas and perspectives of others.
The texts:
· demonstrate use of a range of language and language features that are fit for purpose and audience
· are organised in a linguistically appropriate format and style
· make appropriate use of New Zealand Curriculum level 8 communication, language and cultural knowledge.
Communication is not significantly hindered by inconsistencies. 

3.5B Film Response – Merit
The examples above are indicative samples only.
	The student signs a variety text types in clear effective New Zealand Sign Language to explore and justify varied ideas and perspectives.
The student provides recordings of at least two different text types which have been created for different audiences and purposes. 
The total length of the text types is approximately 6-8 minutes. 
Across the texts, the student explores and justifies varied ideas and perspectives. This is done by using language that is controlled and integrated to:
· evaluate and give explanations or evidence to support their own ideas and perspectives
· support or challenge the ideas and perspectives of others.
The texts:
· demonstrate capable selection and successful use of a range of language and language features that are fit for purpose and audience
· are organised in a linguistically appropriate format and style
· make appropriate use of New Zealand Curriculum level 8 communication, language and cultural knowledge.
Communication is not hindered by inconsistencies. 

3.5B Film Response – Excellence
The examples above are indicative samples only.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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